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Soft power in China's foreign policy towards Africa
Mazen Salem Abdul Hassan
Abdullah Kamel Mohammed
Ali Nour Mahdi
University of Al-Qadisiyah
Abstract:

Soft power has emerged in the literature of international relations since the end of the last
century, mainly at the hands of American diplomat Joseph Nye, as the world witnessed the
shift of countries from using hard power to achieve their goals and interests to soft power,
which includes multiple tools and levels that enabled major countries to achieve what they
achieved. You want without the need for direct military uses.

The “soft power” of Chinese foreign policy towards Africa is embodied in a multifaceted
strategy. Through huge investments and cultural exchanges, China is strengthening its
influence on the continent. As Chinese companies play a prominent role in improving
infrastructure and strengthening the local economy, annual trade reports show that China
maintains its position as a major trading partner for Africa. By providing development aid
and loans, China is appreciated as a major supporter of African development. As China
moves towards enhancing economic and infrastructure cooperation, cooperation with Africa
is expected to deepen within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative. These efforts
raise questions about China's geopolitical influence and stimulate economic rivalries with
other powers in the region.

In recent years, it has become clear that China has asserted its “soft” control over Africa,
thanks to the huge investments it has made. Through its companies, China has contributed to
developing industry and improving the standard of living on the continent, making it a major
factor in Africa's comprehensive economic growth, as China represents Africa's best trading
partner for the 12th year in a row, and is considered among the leading countries in
providing massive development aid and loans. These steps raise some concerns about
Chinese dominance and give it a competitive advantage in large projects and raw materials.

Keywords: (soft power, Chinese foreign policy, Africa).
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