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Linguistic Synonymy in Ibn Faris's "Mujmal Al-Lughah'
(Applied Models)
Marwa Tarig Ahmed
Al-Mustansiriya University [ College of Tourism Sciences
marwa.tarik@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Abstract:

The "phenomenon of synonymy"' has occupied linguists in ancient and modern
times, as it is one of the linguistic phenomena that enriches the language and
strengthens its material, but it is noteworthy that a group of scholars denied its existence,
claiming that it is a source of weakness in the language, and among those who denied it
is the scholar Ibn Faris (d. 395 AH), who stated the impossibility of its existence in
several places in his books.

This research came to shed light on this important linguistic phenomenon, through
Ibn Faris's book entitled "Mujmal Al-Lughah', as the research included a study of several
words from it with a statement of the existence or denial of synonymy in it by standing on
the meanings of these words.

The research aims to discuss the opinions of those who support and deny its
existence, and answers a basic question: Did Ibn Faris use linguistic synonymy in
"Majmal al-Lughah' or are there subtle linguistic differences between the words he
mentions that impose the use of a specific word without other synonymous meanings? In
the research, | followed the descriptive comparative approach to answer this question,
and | used linguistic dictionaries to clarify the meanings of the words. The research
concluded that synonymy is something that occurs in the language, and that
acknowledging its existence does not mean opening the door widely to making all words
with similar meanings synonymous, and that Ibn Faris used synonymy in '"Majmal" either
completely or partially through studying the words mentioned in the research. Keywords:

(Linguistic synonymy, Majmal al-Lughah by lbn Faris).
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