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The role of digital media in raising awareness of environmental pollution
risks for the Iraqi public.
Jawad Kazem Dakhel Jassim

jwad56176@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study investigates social awareness regarding environmental pollution in urban areas,
specifically through a field study conducted in Baghdad, Iraq's capital. The primary goal is
to assess the degree of social awareness about environmental pollution, its underlying
causes, and the influence of mass media—particularly environmental media—on educating
the public about environmental issues and their associated social and health risks. The

AR


mailto:jwad56176@gmail.com
mailto:jwad56176@gmail.com
mailto:jwad56176@gmail.com
mailto:jwad56176@gmail.com

AV EET— aY Yo diud . U @gls (V) ) (V) alaall (V) dieal) . da)iasal) cilaadl) ddaa

researcher utilized four methodological approaches: descriptive, historical, comparative,
and social survey. A stratified random sampling technique was applied, categorizing the
study population into three social strata: upper, middle, and lower classes. A sample of 2%
was drawn from each stratum, resulting in a total of 481 male and female household
heads.The study reveals several significant findings, notably that recent conflicts in Iraq
have notably exacerbated environmental pollution levels. This pollution has been linked to
serious health consequences, such as physical deformities, as well as social and
psychological issues, including increased apathy and diminished community and national
allegiance. Furthermore, the research indicates that Iraqi media is insufficiently equipped
to effectively enhance public social awareness regarding environmental concerns. In light
of these findings, the study recommends several actions, primarily emphasizing the crucial
role of families in educating children about the dangers of environmental pollution. It also
highlights the necessity of incorporating environmental education into school curricula at
all educational levels. Moreover, the study advocates for the development of simplified
media messages to raise environmental awareness among diverse social groups.

Keywords: (digital media, awareness, environmental pollution).
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