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Semantic generation in costume designerKazem Haider’s play
(Eternal Baghdad, between seriousness and humor as an example)
Dr. Sura Jassim Khayoun
Ministry of Education, Baghdad Education Directorate, Karkh |
Institute of Fine Arts for Girls, morning studies

Abstract:

In contemporary theater, the scenic images topped the theatrical performance through
which we build a semantic overlay of design elements and their connection and similarity
with each other in order to build meaning according to semantic systems organized in a
system created by the designer from cultural and social reception references.. Among the
designers who worked scientifically as a visual artist in building the image of the
performance with precision and depth to employ internal design systems to serve the
goals of the performance sought by the director is the designer (Kazem Haider), where
he built a semantic design for the decor, and to balance the formation and its integration
in the scenic images of the performances, he adopted the design of costumes to express
the characters and give them their identity through a significant integration. Therefore,
this research was presented in order to achieve the research problem in searching for
how the designer generates the meanings of the scenic images for the scenography of
the performance and applies them in the play Baghdad Al-Azal between seriousness and
humor. The importance of this research came to serve those working in the field of
theater in general and theatrical techniques and theatrical costumes in particular. Then
the researcher defined the terms semantic generation and theatrical costumes and

determined the definition of Procedurally, the theoretical framework consists of two topics:
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the first is the factors of building the character of the designer Kazem Haider, and the
second is the semantic structure in Kazem Haider’s scenography. Then the researcher
determined the indicators that resulted from the theoretical framework. As for the third
chapter, the research procedures, the play Baghdad Eternal was analyzed between
seriousness and humor, and then we reached a set of results. In the fourth chapter, the
researcher collected a set of sample analysis results with the indicators of the theoretical
framework. Then the researcher achieved a set of conclusions, including that the
designer Kazem Haider made his designs in a semantic structure that does not rely on
the unity of style in all designs. It is possible that the costume is realistic and relies on
illusion, and the decor is epic and relies on alienation, or vice versa, placing the recipient
in a traditional, modernist formative display environment through the use of the
vocabulary of the recipient’s cultural, social, and historical references, to reach the goal
of the display, political and social .

Keywords: (Semantic generation, play (Baghdad Al-Azal between seriousness and

humor)).
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