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Myth and ritual in Shintoism
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University
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Abstract:

Shintoism expresses the idea of the first religiosity of Japanese society. Although
researchers do not know the time of the emergence of the religion, there is agreement
that it is the first religion of Japan, and ancient features are evident in a worship based
on fear of nature and respect for it, as well as the veneration of spirits.

Shintoism has two legendary sacred books, which represent a narration of the first
beginnings, and these two books are (Kojiki) and (Nihonshuki), which present a
comprehensive genealogical tree for a large number of gods, the most prominent and
highest in status of which is (Amaterasu), the sun god.

This research is divided into two sections. The first represents an immersion in the
history of the Shinto religion. It is a theoretical study devoid of field work, which
characterizes the second section, to be titled (Field Reading). It is in turn divided into
three sections. The first is titled The Economic Context, and the second is titled. The
social context, and the third is titled (The Reflection of Myth on the Weather).

The economic context in this research is related to the urgent human need to seek
sustenance, which is why prayers related to sustenance abound in Japan, in addition to
Shinto shrines for one propaganda function, which is sustenance and success in

work/profession. The social context is a summary of Japanese practices achieved
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through Shintoism, such as marriage, religious rituals, and religious symbols. The
reflection of the myth on the weather represents the most distinguished field work in this
research. As the researcher examined the Japanese practice of religious rituals, he
noticed a strange cohesion between them and the Shinto myths of (Kojiki and
Nihonshuki), taking a symbolic form, and the researcher was able to decipher many of
them.
Keywords: (Shintoism, religious ritual, myth, Japan).
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