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Historical, urban and cultural aspects of Andalusian cities in light of
Al-Bakri’s book Al-Masalik wal-Mamalik
Adi Mahmoud Najras
Ministry of Education [ First Karkh Education Directorate
Abstract:

Andalusia, or Islamic Spain, is one of the most prominent historical periods that withessed
a cultural and cognitive blending between the Islamic world and the Christian West, from
the Islamic conquest of the Iberian Peninsula in the eighth century AD until the fall of the
last Islamic kingdoms in Granada in the year (897 AH / 1492 AD), Andalusia flourished
as a beacon of science, culture and arts, and among the important historical sources that

shed light on this period is the book "Al-Masalik wal-Mamalik" by Abu Ubaid Al-Bakri.
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The book 'Al-Masalik wal-Mamalik" is one of the most important geographical and
historical sources that dealt with the conditions of Andalusia in the Middle Ages. Al-Bakri
wrote it in the eleventh century AD, and in it he provides an accurate description of the
roads, cities, natural and human resources in Andalusia. The book is distinguished by its
accuracy and details, and is an essential source for understanding the historical and
geographical aspects of that period.

Keywords: (Historical, urban and cultural aspects, Andalusian cities, Al-Masalik wa Al-
Mamalik book by Al-Bakri).
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