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The impact of the Arab-Zionist conflict on Saudi-British relations (1932 - 1939)

Fawzi Sobhi Ashour Al-Obaidi M.D: Ali Mojil Khalaf Al-Shuaibi
Anbar Education Directorate Anbar University - College of Arts
Abstract:

The research dealt with the impact of the Arab-Zionist conflict on Saudi-British relations
during the period (1932-1939), as the Arab-Zionist conflict during that period had a major
impact on the course of relations between the two countries, as that period witnessed King
Abdulaziz Al Saud’s declaration of the unification of his kingdom and named it the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to begin a new phase in the role of his kingdom in exercising its
influence in regional and international politics, especially since that period witnessed the
first clash between the Arabs in Palestine and the British forces following the outbreak of
the 1933 revolution, as a result of the injustice practiced by Britain towards the Arabs of
Palestine and the empowerment of the Jews over them, so the leaders of the national
movement in Palestine saw King Abdulaziz as their best supporter due to his great role on
the Arab and Islamic level as well as the good relationship that linked him with the British
government, so King Abdulaziz during that period was keen to show his support and
endorsement of the Arab cause in Palestine, but in fact he was very keen to strengthen his
friendship with the British government, as the outbreak of the Qassam Revolution in 1935
had a major impact on the outbreak of the Great Arab Revolution in Palestine in 1936,
which failed The British forces tried to suppress it, which prompted them to seek the help
of King Abdulaziz to play the role of mediator in suppressing the revolution. King
Abdulaziz welcomed this idea and sought with the Arab kings to suppress the revolution in
order to strengthen his friendship with Britain and obtain additional aid. With the efforts of
King Abdulaziz, the Arab revolution was suppressed and Britain announced its thanks to
King Abdulaziz in appreciation of his efforts. The Saudi government also sought to thwart
any Arab conference denouncing British policy in Palestine, especially the convening of
the Bloudan Conference in 1937, which the Saudi government tried to thwart. Despite the
Saudi government’s keenness to strengthen its friendship with Britain, it showed great
sympathy for the Arab cause in Palestine. This was evident in the letters sent from the
Saudi government to the British government, which demanded that Saudi Arabia find
solutions that would satisfy the Arab people in Palestine to end the conflict between all
parties. Saudi Arabia also played a major role in rejecting the partition project that came in

the White Paper issued at the London Conference in 1939.
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