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The Iranian-Soviet Relations in Light of Regional Issues: Afghanistan
and Iraq as a Model 1979-1989
Lecturer: Dr. Haider Jaber Ali Shinawa

Directorate General of the province, Thi-Qar, Iraq
Abstract

The relations between Iran and the Soviet Union were significantly affected during
the period from 1979 to 1989 due to regional events, particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
These relations experienced notable fluctuations and changes, moving from
rapprochement following the success of the Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979 to tension
and disagreement, and then to a form of partial rapprochement by the end of the 1980s.
These dynamics left profound impacts on both countries and the region, leading to radical
changes in the political map of the Middle East, with shifts in traditional alliances and an
increase in the intensity of regional conflicts. Among the most prominent of these
transformations were the strained relations between Iran and the Soviet Union, which
were significantly influenced by events in neighboring countries such as the Afghan
invasion and the Iran—Iraq War.

The research is divided into an introduction and several topics, with the first topic
addressing the history of relations between the two countries up to 1979. The second
topic reviewed the Soviet Union's stance on the Iranian revolution and its Islamic
government in 1979. Meanwhile, the third topic highlighted Iranian—Soviet relations in the
context of the Afghan issue during the period from 1979 to 1989.
Keywords: (Iran, Soviets, Islamic Revolution, Afghanistan Occupation, Iran-Iraq War).
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