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Linguistic aspects in the book Al-Fakhir fi Al-Amthal
(Al-Mufaddal Al-Dhabi d. 291 AH)
Dr. Magida Ali Youssef
The Open College of Education
Abstract:

Arabic linguists have been interested in proverbs because of their great value in our
linguistic heritage, and because they carry within them meanings and experiences of

previous nations. In addition to that, they are a rich linguistic encyclopedia because of the
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words that are unique to some dialects and tribes. One of the most important books in
this field is the book Al-Fakhir fi AlI-Amthal; its contents revolve around the meanings of
what is on the tongues of the common people in their proverbs and dialogues from the
speech of the Arabs. Al-Mufaddal Al-Dabbi explained the aspects of the scholars’
differences in interpreting the proverb to clarify the largest possible number of meanings
that the proverbs included. The proverb: from (mithla) and this trilateral root indicates the
meaning of similarity and counterpart, and the proverb is the thing that is similar to
something that resembles it and is similar to it, and the origin of the proverb is the
similarity between two things in speech like their saying (as you judge, so shall you be
judged) and it is from your saying this is like the thing and its like as you say its likeness
and its likeness then he made every common wisdom a proverb ,so the proverbs are the
wisdom of the Arabs in the pre-Islamic and Islamic eras because they are a concise
sentence from its origin or sent by itself, so they are characterized by acceptance and are
famous for circulation ( ). Ibrahim Al-Nazzam said: Four things come together in a
proverb that do not come together in other speech: brevity of expression, accuracy of
meaning, beauty of simile, and quality of metaphor. It is the ultimate in eloquence.

Keywords: (Linguistic aspects, luxury, proverbs.)
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