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The Role of Radio in Spreading Musical Culture: A Comparative Study
between Music Programs in Arab and Western Radios
Researcher: Amin Rasn Abdul Redha Al-Asadi

Abstract:

This research contributes to studying the role of radio in spreading musical culture
through a comprehensive comparison between music programs in Arab and Western
radios, as radio is one of the most influential mass media in shaping the artistic and
musical taste of listeners and plays a major role in promoting musical styles and
enhancing cultural awareness. Through this study, we try to understand the fundamental
differences between Arab and Western cultures in this field and evaluate the impact of
these programs on the masses.

Radio was an effective means of presenting music to broad segments of society, as it
transcended geographical and cultural borders. In the Arab world, radio was a means of
connecting the public with its musical heritage by presenting music programs that rely
heavily on traditional and popular music, as this type of program aims to preserve the
musical cultural identity, but it may face challenges related to keeping pace with
developments in modern global music. In contrast, we find that Western radio stations
rely on a variety of styles and methods in their music programs, as classical music is
presented alongside modern music such as rock, jazz and pop, which makes these radio

stations more open to artistic innovation.

As for Western radio stations, the programs are characterized by greater flexibility, as
they provide the opportunity to listen to various musical styles from classical eras to

modern and contemporary music. These programs are a platform for new artists and
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unconventional musicians, which contributes to enhancing musical diversity, and radio in
the West plays an important role in providing diverse musical experiences, as listeners

can discover new and different types of music.

The audience's response to music programs varies according to the cultural and radio
context. The Arab audience often prefers traditional music and finds in it an echo of its
culture and identity. Therefore, Arab radio stations focus on programs that present this
type of music with the aim of preserving the cultural and historical identity. The Western
audience tends to seek diversity and innovation, which is consistent with the great
diversity in musical styles presented by Western radio stations, as new musical
experiences are encouraged and unconventional musical types are adopted, which makes
the audience more diverse and flexible in their taste for music.
Keywords: (Radio music culture, music programs, Arabic music, Western music, musical
diversity, cultural influence).
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