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The role of the force in International Relations
(Relations of USA as a model)
Ali Hamoud Hussain
Al- Shatrah University
ali.hamoud@shu.edu.iq

Abstract:

The concept of power played a central role in the field of political science in general, and
international relations in particular, since the peace agreement of 1648, or the so-called
peace of Westphalia, and the resulting emergence of the nation-state, the features of
modern international relations began to take shape, as there are sovereign states that
deal with each other similarly. the power of the State determines its position in the world
order and the nature of its relations with one another; States have resorted to building
and developing their military arsenals, an arms race in search of a balance of power
between them. After 1919, the year of the establishment of international relations as an
independent academic field, and the end of the first World War, theorists and scholars of
the field were interested in the concept of power and its role in international relations as
the most prominent determinant of the form of these relations, and the ambiguity and
importance of the concept was an inexhaustible source of study; This has resulted in
major intellectual debates in the field of international relations, and the concept of power
remains to this day ambiguous and complex as an inherent characteristic associated with
it, as studies continue to deal with it by deconstruction, analysis and description; Various
forms of force have been created; There is no longer a single form of force: Military
force; Other forms of force have emerged that are used in international relations as
levers of pressure; Economic power, soft power and smart power. Force has been an
important instrument of United States policy and relations with States, and in many forms
of force, the United States of America is one of the most widely used. To achieve its
objectives, maintain its security and defend its interests; It once excelled in using this tool
and achieved positive results, and failed once and had negative results, but what is
certain is its continued resort to the use of force as a pressing and decisive tool in its
international relations, but because of technological development, modern means of
communication, globalization, the rise of rival powers and the high cost of using hard
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power, because of the limitations placed by international organizations and international
law on the use of hard force as a tool for resolving disputes between States, this has
limited the legality of its use; The United States of America has begun to use other forms
of force; Such as economic power, soft power, and smart power, reducing its
dependence on hard power in its military form.

Keywords: (Power, International relations, USA).
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