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The American-British conspiracy to overthrow the government of Abdul Karim Qasim
July 14, 1958 - February 8, 1963
(documentary study)
Dr. Arkan Mahdi Abdullah
PhD Modern and Contemporary History
General Directorate of Education in Najaf Governorate
Abstract:

The research dealt with the issue of the American-British conspiracy to overthrow the
government of Abdul Karim Qasim, July 14, 1958 - February 8, 1963, through a
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documentary study that consisted of a historical introduction to the American and British
interests and their orientations in Irag until 1958, and several topics, the first of which was
the American-British position on the establishment of the republican system in Irag and how
to deal with this new regime. The second shed light on the Qasim regime and the escalation
of British-American colonial fears. As for the third topic, it came to study the strategy
adopted by colonial interests in supporting the nationalist forces. This is the point of
participation between these forces in overthrowing Abd al-Assad’s government. Karim
Qasim as a common enemy that must be eliminated. As for the fourth topic, it discussed the
coup plots in 1962 that affected the personality of the leader Abdul Karim Qasim, which
revealed the volume of correspondence that was circulated between the British Embassy in
Baghdad and between London and Washington in this regard. As for the fifth topic, it dealt
with intelligence cooperation. With the Baath Party after Britain and the United States of
America found that this party was the most active and powerful in overthrowing the
government of Abdul Karim Qasim. As for the sixth topic, it included a group of testimonies
and writings proving the truth of the American-British conspiracy to overthrow Qasim’s
government in 1963.

Opening words: Abdul Karim Qasim, conspiracy, interests, nationalism, Baath Party,
Communist Party)
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R-1,N0.53 ,From Consulate General Of the U.S.A, Consulate in able to the department of
state ,subject :appointment, of Consul to Baghdad ,April 30 ,1895.
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(")Parliamentary Depates ,House of Lords 1911, Vol X P.587. Jsa¢ yeall mlla 35,: e Sl
o) VY ealanals )Y dadaac VY VY AV Y3l pall b Ly 5y Ay
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(*F . O . 2249/1915 Pt 2 ,IOR/L/PS/10/556, telegram sent by the British Civil
Commissioner in Baghdad,to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 3 August 1920,p.29.
¢Kevin M. Jones, The Dangers of Poetry: Culture, Politics, and Revolution in Iraq, Stanford
University Press, 2020,P.163.
(*Y)For correspondence concerning dissatisfaction of the United States with the decision
relating to the Irag mandate, see Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. ii, pp. 230
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1925v02/pg_230
(**)F . O . Iraq in British Document Records 1918-1921, Vol 2,From the British Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs (Curzon) to the American Ambassador (Davis)
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) F.R.U.S, Foreign Service Officer, Minister Resident/Consul General (Iraq), Appointed:
August 5, 1932, Presentation of Credentials: November 7, 1932.
(16) F.R.U.S, DIPLOMATIC PAPERS, 1943, THE NEAR EAST AND AFRICA, VOLUME
IV, The Department of State to the Iraqi Legation Aide-Mémoire, Washington , August 9,
1943,p644.
Aagaac Yzl Jsally Glall Gu 83 siaall Anll L@yl Glwbad) de seaedoa 1l 5,055 ()
) AV 0 alaada &all
Jlipd) i pull 4K 5a¥) GlBlall a6 Ay sl oalldl xe g Gl ()
CXE AT Y et ) o calaaclisl
(**)Richard H.nolte, United States Policy and The middle east , Georgiana , Stevens ,new
york,1964,pp.156-157.
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(*YF.0., 371/2362, Telegram , From Foreign Office, London to, Labor Party Leader Kate
Scull ,15 July 1959¢
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Yo ()b _alallanaill lacsl jall 555 ¢ sase agige (")
(*®)F.0., 371/134158, Telegram (Top Secret), from British Ambassador in Washington to
British Foreign Office, No 1891 ,14 July 1958 ¢ F.O., 371/133835, from Newyork to
Foreign Office, No 667 ,18 July 1958.
(*)F.0., 371/2362,(Instant Telegram), From the British Embassy in Moscow to the British
Foreign Office, No 952 ,16 July 1958.
el 50 Aa g 5l ATV 40N Bl slat AK) e¥) saaiall LY Sl Al a3l Gaes 3l (™)
NVAOA 351 VY 60 ddalle(2larg) 4y ) sqandl ddimaat VO pacY v v 0cad ) (al Ay 53 41K 2ok daalancd ) s
(®)F.0., 371/2362,(Instant Telegram), From the British Embassy in Washington to the
British Foreign Office, No 1948 ,18 July 1958.
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(°F.0., 371/2362,(Instant Telegram), From the British Foreign Office to the British
Embassy in Washington, No 4795 ,19 July 1958.
(*YF.0., 371/2362, A secret memorandum prepared by the British Foreign Office entitled
(The Revolution in Irag),19 July 1958.
(**)F.R.U.S., 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XIl, Telegram From the Embassy in Iraq to the Department of State,No.124,
Baghdad, July 19, 1958,p.328.
(**)F.0., 371/132545, policy in the middle East ,CAE shuck burgh to Fo for distribution
,public Records Office (PRO), London ,15 August 1958.
Cangoseenll deall b Al S5 Elaall A auls ey b nall e g5 ()
TV a Ve volare YadasSall
(**) F.R.U.S, 1958 - 1960 Volxll, Paper Prepared by the National Security Council
Planning Board,No.42, Washington, August 19, 1958,p 147.
(*°) F.R.U.S, 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XI1,N.161, Special National Intelligence Estimate, Washington, February 17,
1959,p.383.
aaall ¢ (Aa) ¢ 5 By ) AV Ry all a1 409 ATV ol gl 5 ) i lall s a5la ks (T
JYa0d N A e
i 5l A el e ol pmleay KUt 5 ) 309 Gl YA ¢ VA daall ¢ Canl) aladl sy e ks (7
A Gai(@-2)eh g ymeaba yall HlacYzes) 2l
N30 U0 ¢ AT aaall ¢ ol alath By ya¢ 1909 LT E VT daall ¢ el Cpasyy alan (7)
oall sl Aglas ol gie a3 VAT Ll 8 e el e gl Coall AN asend e elisl(t)
Ciie  AenjieGalloshlny Lage SEYom 81 claiV90A e sl Sl el
o) Gaecy Sl lac @l ) sdiacYze )50
(*Y) F.R.U.S, 1958 - 1960 VolxIl,N.175, Paper Prepared in the Department of State, Policy
the United States Should Follow To Prevent Communism From Establishing, Washington,
April 15 1959,P.421.
(*) F.R.U.S, 1958 - 1960 VolxIl, National Security Council discussion at the 402 nd
meeting of the DDEL DDEPP ann whitman files, series, Washington, April 17, 1959, Box
11, pp.8-11.
(*) F.R.U.S, 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XII,N.179, Special National Intelligence Estimate, Washington, April 21,
1959,p.440.
(“YRoby Barrett , Intervention in Iraql1958-1959, the Middle East Institute, No. 11, April
2008,p.10.
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(46) F.R.U.S, 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XI1,N.161, Special National Intelligence Estimate, Washington, February 17,
1959,p.383.
(*)look:Roby Barrett , Intervention in Irag1958-1959, the Middle East Institute, No. 11,
April 2008,p.10.
Joseph Sassoon, ‘AAa -08 acali Nl Axdascalarg sl all clbaiil S jelall age amw (7
Economic policies in Irag 1932-1950 , British Library, British,2010,p.210.
)United States, Department of State, Nina J. Noring and Glenn W. LaFantasie eds.
Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963, vol. XVII: Near East 1961-1962, 364-
365. 000acY + ) Yedlarx s seill 38 yae oSy ya¥) Jladll 5 Condlepmidd] (g ¢
EAEGa0) 13T luall dlas la e sl 5 b gl Jaadl iy S5 Al )5 e ety S i) aaald(T)
Y eaa oY Ea0acY ) Y palallaball Hladl mll 4 ) spend) Gumliy 55a3 V€565l yuli lall dielan(*)
YOY - £4 pacudi juadl(Th)
(**)F.R.U.S., 1961-1962, Vol.XVIII, Telegram From the Embassy in Iraq to the Department
of State ,Baghdad, September 20, 1962, P.117-118.

(49

A Ga) AR laiady all jlacauts oy )SI e d g aaall Qs (7Y
(55) F.R.U.S, FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1958-1960, FOREIGN
ECONOMIC POLICY, VOLUME IV ,Memorandum From the Assistant Secretary of State
for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs (Talbot) to the Under Secretary of State
(Ball),N.150, Washington, December 18, 1961.,p.361.
(*°) F.R.U.S, 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XI1,N.161, Special National Intelligence Estimate, Washington, February 17,
1959,p.383.
(57) F.R.U.S, FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1958-1960, NEAR
EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA, VOLUME XII,N.223, . Paper
Prepared by the Operations Coordinating Board, Washington December 14, 1960,p.525.
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(*®)F.C.0., 17/ 871, Letter ,N0.66,Top Secret , From British Embassy ,Baghdad to ,Foreign
Office ,London , 15 November 1969. Jlalle anld oy SI e aie 1 Juie Y as g3 Jalle S8 2 58: ylasy
Yoo Cile g gall Ay 2l
AV G Yz el aadlc gl Ua (M)
(*®) F.R.U.S, 1958 - 1960 VolIxll, Paper Prepared by the National Security Council
Planning Board,No.42, Washington, August 19, 1958,p 147.
(69) F.R.U.S, 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XII,N.161, Special National Intelligence Estimate, Washington, February 17,
1959,p.383.
(")F.0., 371/140920, Letter ,N0.66,Top Secret , From British Embassy ,Baghdad to,Foreign
Office,London ,30 July 1959.
(") F.R.U.S, 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XI1,N.175, . Paper Prepared in the Department of State, Policy the United States
Should Follow To Prevent Communism From Establishing , Washington, April 15,
1959,p.421-422.
(72) F.R.U.S, 1958-1960, NEAR EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA,
VOLUME XII,N.175, . Paper Prepared in the Department of State, Washington, April 15,
1959,p.421.
() F.R.U.S, FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1958-1960, NEAR
EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA, VOLUME XIl, . National
Intelligence Estimate,N.222, Washington, Washington, November 1, 1960,p.520.
(") F.R.U.S, FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1958-1960, NEAR
EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA, VOLUME XIlI, Paper Prepared
by the Operations Coordinating Board,N.223, Washington, December 14, 1960,p.525.
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(75) F.R.U.S, FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1958-1960, NEAR
EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA, VOLUME XII, . National
Intelligence Estimate,N.222, Washington, Washington, November 1, 1960,p.520.
(76) F.R.U.S, FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1958-1960, NEAR
EAST REGION; IRAQ; IRAN; ARABIAN PENINSULA, VOLUME XIlI, Paper Prepared
by the Operations Coordinating Board,N.223, Washington, December 14, 1960,p.525.
VU CgeGiadl saadlin all ag aula e3le 5 Al apeal) xe 5558 ()
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BAGDAY 10U 1 LT, 'L
| Barm about 1937. Pirat aams Inte prouiosnas when onosen by
Lhe Ba'‘mth Party isadmralilp Lo 1909 80 assknainets Kawsen and
sounded Ln Uwve sthuampt., frovisianal Osorsiary Oansral of Whe
Hatabl il oned hwsslild

Ragionml Be'aih Command artar Xovesber 319635,
U reariar as leading Party Wisoriat In e hsokground, omarglng
Pprogressively inte the limeslight An 1969, Nended Tragl dolsgstlan
o LALyw isssdiztely after the Labysn ravolution, Appointed

Vice Ghairsan of the R.O.0, amd deaputy to the President Novesber
1969, when s was alse sonfirasd as Daputy Searstary Oensval of

e Iragli Ba‘auns,

A presentalile young san. Inlunlly ragardesd su & Parsy
oxtremiet, DUt respons i ity muay mellow him, Nophaw of
Khalreallah Talfeh, the Vubafizx of Baghded and thus related o
Preaident Bakr by sarriage. Connactad, am & TLIM L, Wi many
af thoss Iin tha corridora af powar.

Britiah Bsbanwy ,
DAGIOAD .

1% ¥ovamder, 1969
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ey 8 WA EIA AT b bilc or private statemmenis,
bince lo-t':?':: :;-ﬁ.po':;:’ﬂl u:a:-"-roﬁr’wnf s unwun:':tcd inference and that the
e ot should bhe tnterpreted exactly as i€ wan piven (M--nnrandtnn of
“.'::::dunn- Dwpartment  of State, Central Filesx, POL PAL-USYy ().n
‘r:;:\;nmry )5: Crawford reporud o Isar-Halm that in response o Inruel’s
reguest he had checled an o whether the Deparonent of State mtght stop
u-tni the twrrn, “Jerusalem, Palestine™ in the passpoits ql u.s. Conn‘nlo_u
Otficurs assigned 1o that :l(r, The answer wans that the U.S, curvent pracuce
wans comaistent with LILS. policy on Serusalemm and that Jerusaleo:, part of the

former state of Palestine, had not sinecs passed under the savoreignoy wal any
other state In o de jure sense. (Fhid.)

155, Memorandum From Stephen ©O. Fugua of the Bureau of
International Security Affairs, Departunent of Defense, o thhe
Deputy Assistant Sccretary of Defense faor Intermastional
Security Affairs (Sloan)Source

Wanhinyptan, February 8, 19638,
SUBJECT

Tragqi Coup

ﬂm‘ ml:“;ﬁ;v;' v:lldnlg&n. local dme, elements of the armed forces staprerc] w
comp in A dnformation presently avatlable has not confirmed

Is actually dead. A' Nattanal Council was exstabilished cot\:lul:!r“:‘ 3:. s‘::
onw hcol.v.;mke ~ t\.:rdo.c.pmu- and three licutenants. Some members of

S this co nuifled as belng membe
Smilitary it hu"re reported in or omc..: from u:: ::utll::

R RARCS Tepy B their loyalty to the coup. Tl
. n:-.‘:;: (o) strengthen natioona) unny;'e(b) twxolve the Acvabs-
live up o all Internattonat treaties; () comply with
« Auppon un“ylt of Arabic Countries. The coup appeasrs
Bath Party. R, have t widespread that that
months., It s belivved by
g - recent arrest of o
: S %l ot large

Bath Party. Moat

adoers have broadcast

154 Moemorandum From Secretary of State Rusk (o President
I ennedy SOurce

SAWashungton, Fobivuary 5 15
sSuUmIEccr

Request for Contngoency Autharity o Recognize the Neoew Tragl
Roginme

A coup d'crat reportedly led by Colonel Abhdul Kavlm Mustals svoas ioountedd
in Baghdad in the carly morming of Febrasary 8, 1963 Formers
Minister Qasirn is ceportod dead. Affirmastions of

Privnoe
regume have cormme Qoo

suppoirt for the aew
military and civil leaders o all poares of  beacg.
Barring the uanfareseen, the new regime secms Nlkely prompely to establish
frself in full suthortcy 1 the counny.

The leaders of the Iragl Revolutiomuaey Command and the mmermbors of the
Cobinet have a natonalist acientation withh o soongg Pan-Acab b LI I |

a ar to e ai-Communist. We have aeither evidence nor ceason o
believe that the United Arab Republic will swield any undue influcoces o
Baghdad. In our opinion the new regime s kely o e an mprovoeinent

awver that of former Pronme Minister Qasim, which had few foiends eithos
internally or externally.

Charge d'Affaires wt Baghdad s under Instructions 1O convey

Crra. o the leader or leaders of the Revolutionary Conuanand friemnlly
ovartures fHroo the United States Governmment after he has first satsfied
f the Comunand is in fiom conaol of the country.t He will explain
States criteria for recogonition of 4 new Govermunent and will indicace
United States would welcome public affirmation that the now Iragl
o carvy out Iraq's intermational obligations, He will also ask

. Mt‘iﬂ new regime will safeguard Amertican citizens and

\AR?
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222, Nadonal Intelligonce Estimmnate 2 2uoce
Washingron, Novemitior T, 1SE0.
NIE 36 260

THE OUTLOOK FOR 1IRAG

The Probilesn
To estimate the outlook for Irag over the Next year ar s,

Conclusions

1. On balance, we beliove that the Qossim reglme’s lack
political dynarnison, Clansinm's Innteros i tternt ol
Clommrmuanisnes, and his fallure O make o Convinoing = w ool social
and ccanommiic proprens will sooner or later lead (o his remaoval,
most lkely by natonalistaninded anmnmy officers. A coup amreapt
could occur at any time. However, given the ineffectiveoneses of the
opposition so far, we consider that the chances ave abouar even tha
Qasstm will succesd 0 retnining power over about the aext ywar
The ability of the Iraql Commmunist Party (o scelze power haos
dirninishod over the past year and will probiably yemain law for
the next year, (Paras. 10, 13, 2%)

2. Iraql economic condittons have deteriorated serously (o e
PASE DwWio years, and the one promising develogaaent program bas
virtually come o a halt. We do not Lelieve, however, that
economic staesses will of themselves  precipitate politcal
upheaval. Ol reveonuss will probabily be sufficient (O operate cthe
wrranent, poy for necded grain mpons, and provide for some
eveloproent prajects. (Pacas. 141 ch ]

Iraq comtinues o rely heavily on the Bloc for military eaod
- ] i . {‘lm Soviets will probalily  sorive o
maneuver Cassim into increasing deuprendence on them—without

161, Special National Intelligence Extimaret0urce

Washangron, Foelwuary V7, Lunn
SNIE 36.2--59

THE COMMUNIST THHZLEAT TO 1HLAC

The Problom

To estmate prospecive developments Lo Irag overs the next Fesw ooonttss sl
their timiplicadons for Westert literests in the NMiddle Fast

Conclusions

1. Iraqg Is the scene of o4 determined and =o far elfecuve
Cooununist drive toward power, Prime Minister Kassiim may be o
Cotmmmunist, though we think it more lkely that he 1 an lraqge
nationalist who believes he needs Communist support o protect
himself against the designs of the LUUAR and the Western PFowers
wWhatever his destres, wo doub his abllity o stem the movement
oward o Communist takeover of his reghime, and we believe that
his areas for mancuver is sheinking rapidly. (Paras. 6G-11)

2. Many politgcally conscious Iragis are beginning 1o see that
Kassim's policy of co-operntion with the Communists iovolves
threats to Iraqgl independence and o thelr own interests. Only the
army hes the capability for effective action against the Kassumn
reglime. Howeover, potential opposition—both civilian and milivacy
—to the prosent trend s unorgandzed, leadertess, and unlikely 1o
take asction unless given stimulus by Nasser, who wields
considerable influence as the symbol of Arab natonalism. (Parvas.
AA—13, 16)

A, We believe that Nasser will seck by all means at his disposal to

bring about a counterrevolutioosry move in lrag, oven if
SAnvolves secous risk of damaging his relations with the Soviets,
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