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Banafsha and its role in the Abbasid Caliphate (566-598 AH [ 1170-1202 AD)
A. P. Dr. siham Jamil Jasim
College of Education for Girls [ University of Anbar
edw.noobqq550@uoanbar.edu.iq

Abstract:

Mrs. Benafsha is the second wife of Caliph Al-Mustad’i bi-Amr Billah (566-575 AH /
1170-1179 AD). She is a Roman slave girl who was bought by Caliph Al-Mustad’i bi-
Amr Billah for ten thousand dinars. As for his first wife, she was also a slave girl, and she
was Mrs. Zumurrud Khatun. Banafsha was famous for her beauty and good face. She
helped her That is until she became favored and confidential with the Caliph and
occupied a high position and a high status with him, so her rule was enforceable by
commands and prohibitions in the Abbasid palace. Nafshah did not give birth to a son.
However, she had a major role in the administration of the state, and she contributed with
her skill and shrewdness to the selection and installation of Abu Abbas Ahmad, the son
of her concubine. Zumurrud Khatun, Crown Prince, who was later named Caliph Al-Nasir
li-Din Allah (575-622 AH / 1179-1225 AD). She was known for her love of knowledge
and its people, her close proximity to them, and her abundance of kindness and kindness
to scholars. Her interest in knowledge expanded her to establishing a school according to
the Hanbali school of thought. Rich funds were spent on it and extensive endowments
were allocated to it. One of the things that became widely known about her biography
and that she was famous for was that she was generous and good, devoting her zeal to
good deeds and good deeds, abounding in alms and prayers, checking on the poor and
needy and doing good to them. It was known for its noble monuments, immortal
achievements, and beneficial services for the Abbasid Caliphate, including bridges, parks,
waterways, and connections, known by its name. These works carried out by Mrs.
Benfsha had a great impact on public life in the Arab Islamic state in the Abbasid era,
and this indicates the advancement of thought. Al-Hadari by Mrs. Benafsha.

Keywords: (Banfesha, Jariyah, Caliph, Baghdadi society).
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Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi, Abu Bakr Ahmed bin Ali (d. 463 AH / 1070 AD(

—History of Baghdad or the City of Peace, edited by Muhammad Hamid al-Faqi, Dar al-
Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut, 1931 AD.

Ibn Khallikan, Shams al-Din Abu al-Abbas Ahmad bin Ibrahim bin Abi Bakr al-Shafi’i (d.
681 AH/1282 AD(

—Deaths of Notables and News of the Sons of the Age, Bulaq Press, 1283 AH, Cairo.
Ibn Al-Dubaithi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Saeed (d. 637 AH / 1244 AD(

—The tail of the history of the city of peace, edited by Bashar Awad Maarouf, |st edition,
Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami, Dr. M, 1427 AH / 2006 AD.

-The summary in need, edited by Bashar Awad Marouf, Al-Hurriya Printing House,
Baghdad, 1979 AD.
Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Othman bin
Qaymaz (d. 748 /AH 1347 AD(

—The History of Islam and the Deaths of Celebrities and Media, edited by Bashar Awad
Marouf, 1st edition, Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami, 2003 AD.

—Countries of Islam, 2nd edition, Ottoman Encyclopedia Society Press, Hyderabad,
Deccan, 1364 AH.

—-Biographies of Noble Figures, edited by Shuaib Al-Arnaout and Hussein Al-Assad, Dar
Beirut Printing Press, Beirut, 1981 AD.
Reda, Ahmed

—Dictionary of the Language Text (a modern linguistic encyclopedia), Al-Hayat Library
Publishing House, Beirut 1958 AD.
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Raouf, Imad Abdel Salam

—From the history of women’s services in Baghdad, Al-Shamila Al-Dhahabi Library.
Raouf, Imad Abdel Salam

—Baghdad Schools in the Abbasid Era, Dar Al-Basri Press, Baghdad, 1966 AD.
Zidane, Juriji

—History of Islamic Urbanism, Dar Al-Hilal, Cairo, 1910 AD.

lbn al-Sa'i, Taj al-Din Ali bin al-Muhib, known as Ibn al-Sa'i al-Khazen al-Baghdadi (d.
674 AH/1275 AD(

—The Women of the Caliphs, (called the Directions of the Imams and the Caliphs from
the Free Women and the Handmaids), edited by Mustafa Jawad, Dar Al-Ma’arif, Cairo,
d. T.

The tribe of Ibn al-Jawzi, Shams al-Din Abu al-Muzaffar Yusuf bin Qazughli bin Abdullah

(d. 654 AH/1256 AD(

—Mirror of Time in the History of Notables, edited by Ibrahim Al-Zaybak, 1st edition, Dar
Al-Resala International, Damascus, 1434 AH/2013 AD.

Al-Salami, Zain al-Din Abd al-Rahman bin Ahmad bin Rajab bin al-Hasan al-Baghdadi
(d. 795 AH/1393 AD), Dhayl al-Tabaqat al-Hanbali, ed. Abdul Rahman bin Suleiman al-
Uthaymeen, 1st edition, Obeikan Library, Riyadh, 1425 AH — 2005 AD.

Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din Abd al-Rahman bin Abi Bakr (d. 911 AH/1505 AD(

—History of the Caliphs, 2nd edition, Al-Saada Press, Cairo, 1959 AD.

—Al-Mustadharf min Akhbar Al-Jawari, edited by Salah Al-Din Al-Munajjid, Al-Hurriya
Press, Baghdad, 1973 AD.

Shalabi, Ahmed
—In the Palaces of the Caliphs, Dar Al-Fikr Press, Cairo, d. T.

Al-Sabi, Abu Al-Hasan Al-Hilal bin Al-Muhsin bin Hilal bin Ibrahim bin Zahrub Al-
Harrani (d. 448 AH / 1056 AD(

—-The Ministers or the Masterpiece of Princes in the History of the Ministers, edited by
Abdul Sattar Ahmed Farraj, Dar Revival of Arab Books, Dr. AD, 1958 AD.

Al-Safadi, Saladin Khalil bin Aybak bin Abdullah Al-Safadi (d. 764 AH |/ 1272 AD(
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-Al-Wafi bi al-Wafiyat, edited by Ahmed Al-Arnaout and Turki Mustafa, Heritage
Revival House, Beirut, 1420 AH/2000 AD.
Al-Souli, Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Yahya (d. 335 AH / 946 AD(
—Amali Al-Sayyid Mortada and the Literature of the Book, edited by Muhammad Bahjat
Al-Athari, Al-Turath Press, Cairo, 1906 AD.
Al-Tabari, Abu Jaafar Muhammad bin Jarir (d. 310 AH / 922 AD(
—The History of the Messengers and Kings, edited by Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim,
Dar al-Ma’arif al-Misriyah Press, Cairo, 1962 AD.
Ibn al-Tagtaqi, Muhammad bin Ali bin Tabataba (d. 709 AH/1309 AD(
—Al-Fakhri in Royal Literature and Islamic Countries, Beirut Printing and Publishing
House, Beirut, 1385 AH/1966 AD.
Al-Isami Al-Makki, Abdul Malik bin Hussein bin Abdul Malik (d. 1049 AH / 1639 AD(
-The Scalding of the Awali Stars in the News of the First and the Successive, Salafi
Press, Cairo, D. T.
Ibn al-Imad al-Hanbali, Abu al-Falah Abd al-Hay (d. 1089 AH/1678 AD(
—-Gold nuggets in news of gold, Al-Qudsi Library, Cairo, 1335 AH.
Al-Omari, Shihab al-Din Ibn Fadlallah (d. 749 AH/1348 AD(
—-Muhadhdhab Al-Rawda Al-Fayhaa in the History of Women, edited by Raja
Muhammad Al-Samarrai, Dar Al-Jumhuriya Press, Baghdad, 1966 AD.
Abu Al-Fida, Ismail bin Ali Imad Al-Din Abu Al-Fida (d. 732 AH / 1138 AD(
—Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar Al-Bishr, Al-Husseiniyah Press, Cairo, 1968 AD.
Fahd, Badri Muhammad
—The History of Iraq in the Last Abbasid Era (552-656 AH/1157-1258 AD), PhD thesis,
Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, AH 1392/1972 AD.
Al-Qarmani, Abu Al-Abbas Ahmad bin Yusuf Al-Dimashgi (d. 1019 AH / 1610 AD(
—Akhbar al-Dawla wa Athar al-Awwal (found in the margin of the second part of the
book al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh by Ibn al-Atheer, Printing House, Cairo, 1290 AH.
Al-Qalqashandi, Abu Abbas Ahmad bin Ali (d. 821 AH / 1418 AD(
—Sobh Al-Asha in the Construction Industry, Costatsumas & Co. Press, Cairo 1963 AD,

an illustrated copy of the Amiri edition, Cairo, D.T.
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Ibn Kathir, Abu Al-Fida Ismail bin Omar bin Kathir Al-Qurashi (d. 774 AH |/ 1372 AD(
-The Beginning and the End, edited by Abdullah bin Abdul Mohsen Al-Turki, 1st edition,
Dar Hijr for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, D.M., 1424 AH/2003 AD.
Al-Magrizi: Taqi al-Din Ahmad bin Ali (d. 845 AH/1441 AD(

—Behavior to Know the Countries of Kings, edited by Muhammad Mustafa Ziadeh,
Egyptian Dar Al-Kutub Press, Cairo, 1934 AD.
Ibn Manzur, Jamal al-Din Abu al-Fadl, (d. 711 AH/1311 AD(

—Lisan al-Arab, edited by Amin Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab and Muhammad Sadiq,
Ahya al-Kutub Press, Beirut, 1996 AD.
Al-Hamdani, Muhammad bin Abdul Malik (d. 521 AH / 1127 AD(

—Completion of the History of Al-Tabari, 2nd edition, edited by Abert Youssef Kanaan,
Catholic Press, Beirut, 1961 AD.
Yaqut al-Hamawi, Shihab al-Din Abi Abdullah Yaqut bin Abdullah al-Hamawi al-Rumi
al-Baghdadi (d. 626 AH/1228 AD(

—Dictionary of Countries, Dar Sader and Beirut Printing and Publishing House, Beirut,
1955 AD.
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