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Dollard and Miller's Stimulus—Response Theory of Personality
Ruqayya Rafid Shakir
University of Iraq — College of Education for Girls
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Abstract:

Theories of learning and behavior related to personality were developed from
teacher experiments and laboratory studies, not from reality or clinical work with patients,
while their owners assert that they based their theories and statements on applied
evidence and showed a specific desire to provide theoretical differences to observed
tests. Behaviorists realized more than other theorists that a theory is useful or not useful
through its effect in revealing expectations that can be tested. As scientific theories,
theories of learning and behavior were exciting and attractive to a number of

psychologists because they enable us to resort to valid evidence.

Some stimuli are more closely related to certain organisms, and the possible
responses also differ. The pecking of pigeons, the scribbling of chickens, and the turning
of the soil by pigs are difficult, if not impossible, to change, so one cannot easily
generalize from a mouse to a human being. Dollard and Miller took a number of Freudian
psychoanalytic concepts and dissolved them into the imaginative contents of scientific
theory. They provided Freud's concepts with operational definitions and showed that they
could be tested. Many of us consider this a valuable contribution that added vitality and
objectivity to Freud's concepts, but the question of how the psychoanalytic school
benefited from it is a matter of debate. Some like to point out that in translation, Freud's
concepts have lost a valuable dynamic and have been emptied of their original purpose.
Others believe that Freud's in—-depth, clinical studies of humans are a better
understanding of the dynamics of human personality than Dollard and Miller's studies of
rats, but Dollard and Miller's views have nevertheless become fundamental to personality

studies since the publication of their major book, Personality and Psychotherapy. Dollard
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and Miller's system of personality studies aims to compete with scientific models or

approaches to understanding personality.

Keywords: (character building , personality components , effects of fear , unconscious

conflicts).
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