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Narratives of the Mahdi in Ibn Tawus’s Book of Epics and Tribulations
and their Reception in American Literary Contexts

Zainab Habib Shamkhi Jaber Al Kaabi

Abstract:

This research examines the thematic parallels between Ibn Tawus's Al-Malahim
wa-al-Fitan and American literature, focusing on the search for identity, justice,
and moral leadership. Ibn Tawus’s complex depiction of the Mahdi serves as a
focal point, embodying ideals that resonate with characters in American narratives
who often confront social and moral dilemmas. The study explores how both
traditions reflect a collective human experience, revealing a shared quest for
meaning amid chaos. By analyzing literary techniques and historical contexts, we
highlight how these works engage with universal themes that transcend cultural
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boundaries.  This comparative  approach  underscores the significance of
storytelling in shaping our understanding of justice and identity.

Keywords: (Imam Mahdi, History of Religions, Al-Sufyani, Ibn Tawus, Age of
Appearance, American literature).
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