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The Nature of the Canaanite Governance System (Selected Kingdoms)
M.M. Amina Salem Ibrahim
University of Baghdad [ College of Arts
Abstract:

The research topic entitled (The Nature of the Canaanite Governance System: Selected
Kingdoms) addresses the identification of part of the form of the political system of one of
the prominent peoples in the ancient Near East region, represented by the Canaanites
who established their settlements in ancient Syria along the Mediterranean coast, in the
area extending from Lebanon through Syria and Palestine. They established a great
civilization, although it was influenced by the civilizations of the Near East, and then their
role and cultural and political influence emerged inside and outside Syria mainly in the
second millennium BC.

Perhaps what distinguishes the political history of Canaan is that it was not united into
one state or kingdom, but rather several states or kingdoms were established in it that
spread along the coast, and each state had its own political systems, and this is the case
with all the kingdoms of Syria. In fact, due to the lack of historical studies that address
the nature of the political systems of the Canaanites, or their lack of clarity and
dispersion, and the importance of this topic in knowing how the systems by which the
land of Canaan was managed, and the nature of its external political relations according
to those systems, | developed a desire to uncover part of those political systems, and for
a certain number of those kingdoms. This is what we will try to cover in several axes, the
first axis about the king and the decrees associated with his ascension to the throne, and
the nature of the system of government whether it was hereditary or elective, and the
powers of the king. In the second axis, we will talk about the administrative systems by
which the kingdom is managed, whether the employees of the royal palace, or the
general employees and their tasks. In another axis, we will show the similarities and

differences between those systems between one kingdom and another of the Canaanite
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kingdoms. Perhaps the most prominent problem facing the researcher in this topic is the
lack of written documents related to the political aspect left by the Canaanites
themselves, as most of their documents were about economic and religious life, so in
addition to the available Canaanite documents, we relied in collecting information from the
documents of the contemporary ancient Near Eastern kingdoms, the most important of
which are the Pharaonic documents. Keywords: Canaanites, administrative systems.
Keywords: (Government system, Canaan).
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