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The Perspective of the Orientalist Arthur Christensen on Social Conditions in the
Sasanian Kingdom Through His Book 'Iran During the Sasanian Era"
(An Analytical Study)

Dr. Muhammad Salman Hammoud Al-Safi
College of Education/University of Sumer
Alsafi2(01 5msh@gmail.com

Abstract:

The Danish scholar Arthur Emanuel Christensen is considered one of the most
prominent Orientalists of the 20th century, having left behind several historical works.
This study attempts to determine Christensen's perspective on social conditions and their

fluctuations over time, such as the changes that occurred during the reign of Khosrow |
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Anushirvan (531—579 AD), which were a response to the Mazdakite movement, a social
and religious revolution.

The study consists of two sections. The first section examines the life of the
Orientalist Arthur Emanuel Christensen and his scholarly contributions, addressing the
content of his book "lran During the Sasanian Era." The second section deals with social
conditions, primarily the class system of Sasanian society, followed by Zoroastrianism,
official holidays, popular astrology, and then Manichaeism. The study concludes with a
summary and a list of sources.

Keywords : (Arthur Christensen, Iran During the Sasanian Era, Sasanian Social
Life, Zoroastrianism, Class System).
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