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Abstract:

This article deals with a comparative study of the issue of overcriminalization in
Iraqi and Egyptian law. The article shows the differences between the two laws in terms of
the scope of criminal acts and the severity of the penalties prescribed for them. The article
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also discusses how overcriminalization, in some cases, has led to exceeding the reasonable
limit and violating individual freedoms.

The article begins by pointing out that the phenomenon of overcriminalization is one

of the prominent problems in contemporary criminal law, as some legislations resort to
criminalizing multiple acts in an exaggerated manner. In this regard, the article compares
Iraqi and Egyptian law, indicating that Iraqi law is characterized by a greater expansion in
the scope of criminalization. While Egyptian law is more conservative in this regard.
At the end of the article, the researcher presents a set of recommendations that would
reform the criminalization system in Iraqi and Egyptian law, in a way that achieves a
balance between the requirements of deterrence and punishment and the protection of the
individual rights and freedoms of citizens.

Keywords: (Overcriminalization, Iraqi law, Egyptian law).
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