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The Impact of the Second Gulf War on the Palestinian Issue (1990-2001)
Dr. Ahmed Hadi Hussein Al-Jabouri

University of Kirkuk / College of Education for Girls
ABSTRACT:
One of the regional developments that affected the Arabs and the Palestinian cause in
particular was the Second Gulf War, following the Iraqi invasion of the State of Kuwait in

August 1990. During the war, Arab relations entered a phase of awareness of weakness
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and division, as the Arabs fought each other and emerged from it marginalized and
buried together on the land of Kuwait the idea of Arab unity and Arab solidarity. Various
types of regional sentiments grew in their ranks and the status of the Palestinian cause
declined as a national issue that united the Arabs and drew them toward the struggle
against the Israeli occupation of the holy Palestinian lands. At that time, the leadership
made a mistake in estimating the positions and in making the correct decision that would
protect its people and keep the Palestinian cause a subject of Arab consensus, and it
appeared to be biased toward Iraq and its occupation of Kuwaiti lands. The price of that
was high, as more than 300,000 Palestinians were displaced from Kuwait, Arab aid to the
organization stopped, and the children of the Palestinian cause were deprived of their
rights. The West Bank and Gaza Strip were deprived of the support and assistance
provided by the Palestinians to their families, and the uprising was deprived of the
material and moral support that was provided to it by the Gulf States, and the leadership
lost the respect and appreciation that it had gained thanks to the uprising and the political
initiative on the Arab and international levels, and it became internationally and Arab-
persecuted on charges of siding with the Iraqgi regime in the occupation of Kuwait.
Keywords: (Second Gulf War, the Palestinian issue)
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