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Drying of the marshes and its impact on biodiversity in Thi Qar Governorate
Fatima Hadi Anad
Dhi Qar University / College of Education for Humanities
Fatima.hadi@utq.edu.iq

Abstract:

The marshes of southern Irag constitute the largest natural ecosystem in West Asia and the
Middle East due to their environmental, social, economic and cultural importance. They
are the cradle of the first human civilization, so some have known them as the Garden of
Eden. However, this environment has been severely damaged by the deliberate drying
operations practiced by the former regime during the eighties and nineties of the last
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century, and this region is still suffering from complex and accelerating environmental
challenges due to the change in hydrological conditions.

The current study aims to study the marshes in terms of their concept, geographical
distribution, geographical and environmental characteristics, and then study the challenges
that the marshes are currently suffering from, namely the drought resulting from the
decrease in water discharges. This decrease is caused by several dimensions, some of
which are related to global climate changes, in addition to the influence of neighboring
countries in controlling the amount of water reaching Iraq, in addition to poor planning and
management of water resources in lrag. This was reflected in the decrease in water
discharges reaching the study area. The drought problem also led to a change in the quality
of water if it was characterized by a decline in its qualitative characteristics (physical and
chemical), especially the high percentage of salts in it, and it became unsuitable for
multiple uses. Keywords: (Biodiversity, drought, marshes).
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