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Functional constructivism, loose acquaintance, and mechanisms for
maintaining balance in Karbalai society.
PhD student Mahdi Jabbar Okla
mahdijabbar@outlook.com
Prof . Dr . Ahmed Abdel Reda Mohamed

University of Baghdad — College of Arts — Department of Sociology
Abstract:

Functional constructivism is considered a central and basic theory in anthropology. The
study revealed that this theory, because of its importance and prominence in
anthropology, suffers from some weaknesses in its study of social structure in some
rapidly changing cities. The study aims to reveal the strengths and weaknesses of
constructivist theory. Functionalism, which was and still is a central theory in
anthropological studies in some countries, including (Egypt), and the study has proven
that one of the most important foundations in this theory is elemental (stability and
balance). For the social structure, which may be disturbed in some cities, such as
(Karbala), because they are cities with rapid social change, because they are cities that
are constantly open to strangers who carry customs and traditions different from the
customs of the original people of the city, and this situation causes confusion for the
continuity and balance of the social structure, which needs stability for a long period in
order to be able to maintain the balance. It is correct, and therefore, in its study of
Karbala, functional constructivism used special local mechanisms that help it impose a
balance in the Karbala’i social structure.

Keywords: (Functional constructivism — Acquaintance — Mechanisms) .
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