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The role of the international judiciary in resolving the water crisis in
Iraq
Legal researcher: Athal Obaid Dahi
Doctoral student at the Islamic University of Lebanon
File number 62507
Abstract:

Iraq relies annually on water arriving from Turkey and Iran to feed its rivers, as water
coming from Turkey constitutes the main part of Iragi water resources at 40% in the
Tigris River, while Iran’s contribution reaches 18%. However, actions taken by Turkey
and Iran have further reduced water supplies to Irag significantly, despite Iraqi
rapprochement with the two countries.

There are many agreements and treaties that were concluded, whether on a collective
international level, or on a bilateral level between Irag and neighboring countries, the
aim of which was to regulate the exploitation of water, and to ensure that each riparian
country obtains its water shares, and that one country does not infringe on its neighbors
due to its occurrence. In the headwaters areas of international rivers.

The water projects established on international rivers completely flout the international
legal principles governing the use of the waters of these rivers. They also go beyond
legal violations and amount to crimes against humans, as they can be described as
international crimes. Therefore, there should be no delay in seeking to confront these
crimes before international judicial bodies. Especially since there are many of them and
they all have jurisdiction to consider these disputes.

Keywords:( Climate change, international crime, conflict over resources, dam
operating policies)
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