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The Role of Educational Curricula in Building and Promoting a Culture
of Peace in Iraq (A Socio-Cultural Study of Elementary and
Intermediate Curricula)

Researcher: Dhamia Kareem Atiya
Supervisor: Prof. Mohammed Hamoud Ibrahim
College of Arts / Dhi Qar University

Abstract:

This research explores the significant importance of official educational curricula and their
role in shaping the new generation. It aims to observe and analyze the role of these
curricula in building and promoting a culture of peace among children and subsequently
within the Iraqgi society as a whole. The focus on educational curricula is motivated by
their crucial role in fostering positive social change and achieving the desired cultural
transformation to cultivate a generation that embraces the values of peace.

The study encompasses 18 subject areas, including Islamic education, Arabic language,
and social studies, for grades four, five, and six in primary school, as well as the first,
second, and third grades of intermediate school.

To achieve the research objectives and address its questions, a content analysis
approach was employed, which is suitable for analyzing the content of educational
curricula. The researcher used various research tools to collect necessary data, including
content analysis of curriculum topics to classify them based on their alignment with
peace-related values and concepts. Additionally, a content analysis form comprising 32
values relevant to building and promoting a culture of peace in society was manually
designed and utilized for analysis. The units of analysis were words and ideas, as they
are the most suitable for this evaluative study and align with the nature of the content

under analysis.
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The research findings suggest an imbalance in the distribution of peace-related values
and concepts across elementary and intermediate curricula. The total frequency of
peace-related values and concepts in the analyzed curricula was 2,099 repetitions. The
intermediate curriculum had the highest inclusion of these values, accounting for 58.45%
with a total of 1,227 occurrences. Meanwhile, the elementary curriculum had 872
occurrences, constituting 41.54%. It was also noted that the inclusion of these values in
the curricula appeared random and unorganized.

Keywords: (Educational Curricula, Culture, Peace, Elementary Stage, Intermediate
Stage).
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