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The size distribution of the cities of Wasit and Maysan governorates — a
comparative study in population geography
ashwaq jabaar saluwm

General Directorate of Wasit Education

Abstract :
The study of the size distribution of each of the governorates of Wasit and Maysan, and the
comparison between them, led us to know the difference between them and to find the
pattern adopted by each of them, perhaps similar to a theory or a law. The research dealt
with the subject of the study in three sections with an introduction and a theoretical
framework that included (the research problem, research hypothesis, research structure,
research methodology) and conclusions and proposals. The first topic dealt with the
numerical and relative distribution of the size of the population of Wasit and Maysan,
based on the statistics collected from the statistical departments, represented by the general
census (1997), enumeration and numbering data for the year (2009), and estimates for the
year (2023), with an estimate of the population size based on an annual growth rate of
(2,8%) which is adopted by the two statistical departments in each of the two governorates.
The second topic dealt with the study of size distribution by defining the size ranks of the
cities of the two governorates and determining their values from the first cities of the two
governorates, and comparing them with the results of the theories developed in this field,
and the third topic dealt with a future vision for the size distribution of the cities of the two
governorates for the year (2040) .

The study concluded that there is a difference in the pattern shown by the size distribution

of the cities of the two governorates, and that the cities of Maysan are larger in size than
the cities of Wasit and more civilized, and the rate of urbanization in them is rising at a
faster pace, and that the pattern that appears in each of them does not correspond to any
law established in this field. Its specificity that distinguishes it from others, and this calls
us not to generalize, especially in human studies.

Keywords: (size distribution, city sizes, Wasit, Maysan, size distribution pattern).
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(**y W. Christaller, op. Cit. p.160.
(**) Mark Jefferson , op. cit. p2.
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(*")Lechfietd, N., EvaluationIn the Planning Process, Pergamum Oxford, 1975, pp
17-31

(*®)Stewart , Charles T., The size and spacing of cities, Geog .Rev.Vol XLVLII,
1958, pp. 222.
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(*)Berry, B. and W.Garrison, Alternate explanations of Urban Rank-Size
relationships (reading in urban) Geag , the university of Chicago press, 1965
.pp.230.

(®®)Herbert. A.Simon, On aclass of skew distribution Function, Bionmentrika,
XLI1,1955, pp.425.

(**)Polous. S.M., Urban Grouth Theories and the Urban Pattern for Upper Euphrates
Region of Iraq ,Unpublished ph.D .Thes is Sheffield University , England ,
1984,p.10.
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