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The variables affecting the kinship system in contemporary
Iragi society
(article)
Asst. Dr.Ali Hussein Hteem Atiya
College of Medicine/Al-Nahrain University/Resilient Sciences
Unit
Abstract:

Kinship is the web of social relationships that form an important part of the
lives of all humans in all societies. It represents the social structure of the
family, which is the nucleus of society and the basis of kinship relations. The
kinship system plays an effective and essential role in primitive and other
societies that give great value to this system. Its great position in society
made sociologists in general and anthropologists in particular, turn their
interests toward the study of kinship in modern industrial and non-industrial
societies and develop a general theory of kinship. One of the first of these
attempts was by the French anthropologist (Claude Lévi-Strauss). Other
scholars were also interested in studying the kinship system, including the
American anthropologist and social theorist (Lewis Henry Morgan), as well
as the ethnologist (John Ferguson McLennan). One of the well-known
theories of kinship is mutterrecht or ‘Mother Right’ by the Swiss jurist,
philologist, anthropologist (Johann Jakob Bachofen), in which he argued that
one early social formation was a family which traced descent through the
mother. Bachofen believed that human society was ruled by women before
being superseded by patriarchy (a system of society in which the father is
head of the family and descent is reckoned through the male line).The study
tackled the variables that occurred in families through the change in family
composition and type from the extended family to the nuclear family, as well
as the change in the forms of marriage and the reasons for the weakening of
kin ties of families and other factors that affected the kinship system in
contemporary Iraqi society.
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